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CBLC School Social Fund
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School Social Fund Overview
We understand that the cost of living is putting pressure on many families in Chippenham. Whether it's school uniforms, trips, or enrichment activities, these costs can add up fast and create barriers to participation and confidence in school. That's why we're working with Chippenham schools to offer practical financial support, so no child misses out because of money worries.
Our School Social Fund provides direct funding to support pupils from low-income households. Each school receives an allocated amount based on Free School Meal eligibility figures, plus a small percentage uplift to reflect that the fund can also benefit the wider school community. This allows you to respond quickly and flexibly to individual pupil needs throughout the academic year.
What can the Social Fund be spent on?
After getting feedback on what schools would love to spend the social fund on, we've widened its remit to give you more choice. 
The Social Fund can still be spent on school uniforms, school trip subsidies, and breakfast club or afterschool clubs. However, the list below will give you an idea of the types of things you can now also use the social fund for. Please note that this list is not exhaustive but is intended to give you an idea of what the fund can cover.
Examples of What the Social Fund Can Be Used For
· Travel to swimming lessons
· Visits to Chippenham Museum
· Book bags
· Enrichment activities
· Specific school activities such as:
· Arts-based or music-based projects
· Pantomime performances at Christmas (e.g., someone coming in to perform)
· Trips to the theatre
· Year 6 leavers’ party (e.g., hire of equipment such as a bouncy castle)
· Friday emergency food bags for families with young children
· AAC (Augmentative and Alternative Communication) devices for non-verbal pupils
· Music lessons for classes
· STEM equipment and resources (for KS2, Years 3–6)
· Winter coats
· Football boots
· School equipment such as maths resources
· Contributions to DT (Design and Technology) materials for cooking lessons
· School garden club renovations
· Outdoor learning resources
· A stock of musical instruments owned by the school, available for students or classes to borrow and learn to play
How does the fund work?
Allocations are based annually on each school's Free School Meal eligibility figures, plus a small percentage uplift to reflect that the social fund can also be used on things that benefit the wider school community. Funds are distributed in October, following the submission of a short monitoring form (due back by the end of the following September) detailing how the previous school year's allocation was spent.
Key dates and deadlines
October: Funds are distributed to schools for the academic year.
July: Social fund monitoring forms are sent out.
31st August: End of academic year deadline for spending your allocation.
End of September: Deadline for returning your completed monitoring form. If it doesn't get returned, we will be unable to release the next academic year's disbursement.

Frequently Asked Questions 
Can we still apply to Chippenham Borough Lands Charity for other grants?
Yes, providing your application is for £500 or over. Find out more about our Grants for Organisations programme on our website here: https://cblc.org.uk/grants-for-organisations/
Do we still have to report back what the social fund has been spent on?
Yes. This allows us to continue measuring the impact of the social fund within schools and communities in Chippenham. We'll send you an online monitoring form during July, which must be completed and returned by the end of September. If it doesn't get returned, we will be unable to release the next academic year's disbursement.
Are you able to tell us in advance how much we will receive?
As much as we would like to, it's not always possible. However, if you return your social fund monitoring form to us by the deadline (the end of September), you will receive the next academic year's social fund allocation.
How long do we have to spend it?
You have until the end of the academic year (31st August) to spend your allocation.
Can we roll some of it over to the next academic year if we can't spend it all?
As the social fund remit is being widened, we think that you should be able to spend it all! 
But what if we really can’t spend it all? 
If you really can't spend it all, please contact Katie Ford, Office and Operations Manager, who will be administering the social fund. Email: katief@cblc.org.uk or phone 01249 658180.
What if I'm still not sure what I can spend the social fund on. Can you give me a little guidance?
Yes. Feel free to contact Katie Ford, Office and Operations Manager, via email or telephone.
Grants for Individuals
If any of your pupils or their families need support beyond school-related costs, our Grants for Individuals programme offers financial help for families experiencing hardship. Find out more by visiting our website - https://cblc.org.uk.
Christmas Voucher Scheme
Our Christmas Voucher Scheme supports low-income individuals and families by providing supermarket vouchers to help ease the financial pressures brought on not only by Christmas but also by rising living costs over winter. Find out more here: https://cblc.org.uk/christmas-voucher-scheme/
Chippenham Uniform Exchange
In addition to the School Social Fund, families can also access low-cost or free, good-quality school uniform and other school-related items through the Chippenham Uniform Exchange CIC. We're proud to have funded the set-up and contributed towards the running costs of this organisation, which has been running since December 2022 and has helped hundreds of local families.
For opening times and how to donate or collect uniform, visit: chippenhamuniformexchange.org.uk






Acknowledging our support

Please include information about our charity on your website. For example: -Support from Chippenham Borough Lands Charity
Our school receives funding from Chippenham Borough Lands Charity (CBLC) to help support families on low incomes with costs such as school uniforms, trips and activities. 
CBLC also offers other support for Chippenham families facing financial hardship, including their Grants for Individuals programme. To find out more help available, visit Chippenham Borough Lands Charity’s website at https://cblc.org.uk/.

Please also ensure you tell your school community and families when you have used our funding. This is important because when schools let families know about this support, it helps people who might otherwise not be aware of the funding support we can offer. 
Whether it's in newsletters, on your website, or when speaking directly with families, sharing information about Chippenham Borough Lands Charity helps us reach more families in need across the community.
You can find a copy of our new logo and guidance on using it here: - https://cblc.org.uk/brand-toolkit/
Contact
If you have any questions about the School Social Fund, please contact:

Katie Ford
Office and Operations Manager
Chippenham Borough Lands Charity
Email: katief@cblc.org.uk 
Phone: 01249 658180
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